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Tai Po Kau, designated a Special Area in 1977, has some of Hong Kong's best loreslf ng established
plantations extend across the Nature Reserve's 460 heclares, while native species are enriching its s ) opical IQresl.
The reserve - at the eastern end of a range in the central New Territories, about halfway between ShafTin and Tai Po -
has low valleys and also high slopes and summits.

Tai Po Kau Nalure Reserve is a wooded delight é)’r walkers, and for nature lovers it offers a fasgating case study
of Hong Kong's postwar reforestation. Today, ovEr 100 tree species are found in the area. THi5 increasing plant
diversity, and the variety micro-ecosystems in its Streams, valleys and hillsides, gives valuable habtats for numerous
creatures. Almost half of the Hong Kong bird spgcies are found here and two thirds of its butterflies. There are many

species of other animal groups: dragonflies, frfShwartes fish, amphibians, reptiles and various mammals. If you
walk quietly, you can see many species from these animal groups in the Tai Po Kau woodlands anl: streams

Tai Po Kau's natural wealth is the regult of decades of effort. Tree planting began here in 19205.
The main species planted then - Chinege Red Pine - gave the area its name, Tsung Tsai/fuenlor "Pine
Garden". Slill later Brisbane Sa#Rpaper-bark Tree, China Fir and Taiwan Acacia were planted,
creating the fertile ground Conditiong for today's natural propagation of native trees.

Now, here, just a few hundred metres from the old Tai-PG Road, visitors can
»,smr=e something of primaevjl sub-tropical forest in_Hong Kong. The Nature Trail,
-uich begins nearby, providepa living introductiopfo this green world
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Brisbane Box
(Lophostemon confertus)
As one of the ‘three treasures‘for forestation’ on a par
with Acacia confusa and Pinus elliottii, Brisbane Box
__ Is very viable, and usually ?he first batch of
~ vegetation establishes after hill fire. This plant
of the Myrtaceae family originates in Australia.
“Brisbane" in its English name refers to a city in East
Australia. It has straight truck, and may grow over 40
meters. Its maroon skin has s;traight veins and its
leaves are blackish green. As it is green throughout
the year and grows fast, it is often planted for urban
landscaping.
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Schima
(Schima superba)

Schima is a guardian of our country parks, keeps
watch of the green environment loyally. It is an
evergreen Theaceae with an upright form. It offers
excellent shade and shelter from rain and wind.
The canopy is dense and it is a highly fire resistant
species. Afforestation experts often construct
firebreaks with Schima. Given its large size and
hard wood, it can stop hillfires from spreading. In
early summer, you will see Schimas coming into a
radiant white bloom. The flowers are sweetly
scented and look similar to Narcissus.
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- Bamboo-leaved Oak

" (Cyclobalanopsis neglecta)
Bamboo-leaved Oak is not the least bit like
bamboo yet the slender leaf does resemble a
bamboo leaf. It is actually a Fagaceae. The wood
of Fagaceae plants is a common material for
furniture, boats or even buildings. In the past
villagers often used Bamboo-leaved Oak wood to
make farming tools. The seeds of Fagaceae plants
contain starch -which is good food for birds and
other small mammals. They also have industrial

uses.
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Prickly Ash
(Zanthoxylum avicennae)

The Chinese name of this plant reminds us of
pepper but its toxic fruit is definitely not suitable for
cooking. As the extraordinary name actually
suggests, this is not a plant to be tampered with.
One easily thinks about a forbidding club with
serrate edges and spikes. No wonder old folks
describe it as “the tree that eagles don't perch and
birds don't rest”. Villagers, nonetheless, managed.
to find good use of Prickly Ash. With the spikes
shaved clean, the branch makes a perfect hiker's
cane or a club for grinding grains. This was before
the days of countryside protection legislation, of
course. Nowadays it is an offence to chop wild
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Wild Coffee
(Psychotria asiatica)

The English common name of this species comes
from the bright orange fruit that looks like mi

bean from afar. It is said Wild Coffee was once a

substitute for coffee, although it does not contain
caffeine. It flowers all year round and provides food
to many birds and butterflies. This upright shrub
has branches with about nine segments, which

gives rise to its Chinese name.
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Taiwan Acacia
(Acacia confusa)
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Flame Tree

(Delonix regia)

With big bright-red flowers and

bright-green compound leaves, Delonix regia is

reputed as the most brilliant tree of the world. The big
red flower has 5 petals and its raceme gathers in
clusters, 4 pétals of which can stretch for 8 cm in length
and the fith has yellow or white spots and stands
among the other 4 petals.. This plant of the .
Caesalpiniacéae family is the city flower of Tainan
£75) and the city tree of Xiamen (MF9). As its crown

is extensive and drooping and-its branches and leaves
are lush, Deloni)} regia ié a great shade tree in summer.

In winter, the feather-like compound leaves will fall like

rains, presenting the different scenery.

feather-like
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Chinese Alangium

(Alangium chinense)

Chinese Alangium, also named water awn, is a native
deciduous tree in Hong Kong. The name of Chinese
Alangium (eight angles) is origin from its
polygonal-shape young leaves formed like eight
angles, coupled with its red petiole makes us easy to
identify this tree. The angles of its leaves will soon be
disappeared as it grows up, at that time, we should
identify it by its flowers. Flowers of Chinese Alangium
are small and drooping, and have pure white and curly
petals. After blossoms, green fruits will be beared on
tree which turns into dark purple when ripe.
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Incense Tree
(Aquilaria sinensis)

With extensive media coverage, this plant of the
Thymelaeaceae family can be regarded lant
among Hong Kong trees. As the of these
evergreen trees can produce balm (resin), also named
as incense by chinese medicine practitioners, after
being invaded by fungus can be used for incense and
medicine, the number of this species is declining
dramatically due to illegal exploitation. In mainland
China, Aquilaria sinensis is listed as a category Il
protected plant, and it has been included in the book
Rare and Presious Plants of Hong Kong due to its
conservation status in the region. According to the
territory-wide survey of local Fung Shui Woods
conducted by AFCD in 2002, Aquilaria sinensis was
recorded in 89 sites among 116 sites. No wonder Hong
Kong Is said to have got its name because it was once

an important harbour to export spices like lncoai
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vy Tree

(Schefflera heptaphylla)

Locality also called Schefflera heptaphyila as Goosefoot
Wood or Duckfoot Tree, all because it has compound

leaf shaped like the foot of a goose or duck. This
evergreen compound leaf is made up of 6 to 8
leaflets. The leathery wood of this plant used to be
raw material for toothpicks. Flowering from late
October to early January as food supply to insects
during cold months makes Ivy Tree important to local
wildlife.
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Myrobalan

(Phyllanthus emblica )

Fruits ripening in autumn and winter with pale green in
color and globose, leave lingering sweet laste in the
mouth after chewing them, so it is also called Yuganzi
(lingering sweet) In Chinese. Apart from quenching
thirst, the fruits can also cure cold and fever. The
leaves are highly alr-permeable after dried and was
commonly used as filings in pillows by villagers in the
past. This plant of the Euphorblaceae family usually
grows in dry areas, and you may easily find them at Lo
Kel Wan on Lantau Island. For admiring its flowers
visitors can visit in spring and early summer, when little

yellow flowers open gracefully in bunches among short

leaves
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Rough-leaved Holly

(llex asprella)

llex asprella flowering in spring to summer. /lex
asprella got its name due to the features of its leaves
though its little white flowers hidden among green
leaves like plum blossoms. This deciduous shrub has
the same leaf shape as plum blossom and loses leaves
in winter. llex asprella is a variety of the minor
deciduous Aquifoliaceae family, mostly found on
hillsides, hence the name Kong Mui (plum blossom on

hills) in Hong Kong.
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Thin Evodia

(Melicope pteleifolia)

This small tree is also known as the Three-forked
Bitter Plant in Chinese. You will appreciate the
meaning if you observe it carefully and then have a

taste. Thin Evodia has three leaflets at every
petiole, which partly explains the name
Three-forked Bitter Plant. The leaves are very bitter
and give out a strong scent when crushed. This
bitter taste forms the base of the famous
Twenty-four-flavour Herbal Tea. Thin Evodia,
known for its medicinal action of relieving internal
heat, is one of the ingredients of this folk remedy.
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Gray Holly
(llex cinerea)
This small tree of the Aquifoliaceae family
blossoms in March and April. The pale yellow
flower is axillary. The cone-shaped fruit turns red
when ripe. Two roads in Hong Kong are named
after Aquifoliaceae plants. Holly Road in Happy
Valley reflects a lush pocket of Hollies when the
road was built. Hollywood Road in Central has -
nothing to do with the movie world. It is so named
because there were many Hollies in the district
when the British built this road in the Mid-Levels
back in the 19th century.
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